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New  Hernando  church  off  to  good  start 
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HERNANDO,  Miss.  (BP  and  local  reports) 
—  At  ttie  outset,  Longykw  Pbint  Cnuidi 
opted  to  give  eig)it  percent  of  undesignated 
offerings  to  the  Cooperative  Ihngram  (CP), 
Souttim  Baptists'  dwal  missions  effort,  and 
two  percent  to  the  Northwest  Association  for 
local  missions  needs. 

Now  in  their  second  year,  they're 
bumping  CP  Missions  up  to  10%,  plus 
three  percent  to  the  association.  ’'We 
thought  it  was  important  for  our  church 
to  bmld  it  into  our  DNA  to  give  to  mis¬ 
sions,"  said  Wade  Humphries,  pastor  of 
the  new  church  in  Hernando. 

"Whatever  financial  resources  came  in, 
we  felt  it  was  important  to  be  faithful  to 
invest  in  missions,"  Humphries  said. 
"When  we  give  to  the  Cooperative 
Program  we  are  investing  in  the  I^gdom 
of  God  and  in  eternity,  because  God  uses 
our  resources  to  see  people  saved.  What 
better  investment  is  toere  than  that?" 

The  pastor  described  the  Cooperative 
Program  as  "the  most  effective  missions- 
sending  system  in  existence.  I've  been 
Soud\em  Baptist  all  my  life.  I've  seen  the 
way  we  send  our  missionaries  and  train 


SUNDAY  GREETING  — 
Wade  Humphries  (right),  pas¬ 
tor  of  LongxHew  Point  Church, 
Hernando,  visits  with  church 
members  Nicholas  Keith  (left) 
and  Alvan  Kelly  before  Sunday 
School  begins  at  the  new 
church  plant  sponsored  by 
Longview  Heights  Church  in 
Olive  Branch,  Northwest 
Association  in  Hernando,  and 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  through  the 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 
Offering.  (BP  photo) 


people*  mtoeionaries.  The 

Cooperative’ Program  is  a  vital  way  fdr 
churches  to  cooperate  and  get  more  done 
than  one  church  could  ever  do  by  itself." 

Mississippi  churches  send  their 
Cooperative  Program  gifts  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  which 
retains  a  portion  for  the  convention's 
programs  in  the  state  and  sends  the 
remainder  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  to  help  fund  programs  there. 

Begun  in  September  2002  with  a  core 
of  35  people  from  Loi^iew  Heights 
Church  m  nearby  Olive  Branch. 
Longview  Point  Church  has  grown  to 
about  2^  people  in  two  Sunday  momiire 
worship  services  held  in  a  former  hard¬ 
ware  store  on  the  Hernando  town  square. 


STRONG  COMMITMENT  ^  Point  Church,  ju 

‘sMRlity'Committed  to  Southern  BapMb^ooperative  Progra 
hardware  store  on  the  town  square  In  Hemarido.  (BP  photo) 


’  LoiwBs^  Point  Church,  just  over  a  year  old  but  already 
Bap^te^ooperative  Program,  currently  meets  in  a  former 


"It's  the  power  of  God  working  in  our 
midst,"  ttie  pastor  said.  "We're  caireful  to 
gwe  Him  all  tire  credit  and  to  get  involved 
wtrere  He's  involved." 

Longview  Point  Church  itself  is  an 
expression  of  Southern  Baptist  coopera¬ 
tion,  Humphries  said.  Spearheaded  by 
Longview  Heights  Church  in  Olive 
Branch,  the  new  church  also  received 
assistance  from  Northwest  Association 
in  Hernando  and  tiie  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  which  hmped  fund 
the  church  plant  through  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Onering. 

About  125  people  attended  fire  first  ser¬ 
vice,  which  followed  an  aiea-wide  media 
tiin^  that  included  surveys  and  distribution 


imward  wedc  by  wedc.  By  April  2003,  tire 
IW  or  more  worshqreis  were  maxing  out  tire 
^>aoe  and  a  second  service  was  added. 

The  rapid  growto  has  hiqipei^  b^v^ 


based  focus,  obedience  to  qmead  tire  Good 
News  and  to  cmninitraent  to  be  involved  n\ 
missions,  Humphries  said. 

'  "Because  God  has  been  so  gra^us  to 
our  famiW  of  foitii,  we  are  re^ronsiUe  and 
accountable  for  bring  on  His  agenda,  and 
His  agenda  is  going,"  tire  pastor  said. 
"Tluit^  why  we're  emftiiasizing  tiuit" 
More  than  a  dozen  Longview  Point 
Church  members  ^rent  a  week  on  a  Nava|o 
reservation  in  Arizona  last  summer  where 
tirey  woriced  in  Vacation  Bible  School  and 


travrii^  to  Missoula,  Montana,  to  h^  with 
a  new  church.  Four  missicxi  trips  are  in  tire 
planning  stages  for  next  summer. 

The  diurat  is  intentional  about  its  mis¬ 
sions  commitment,  the  pastor  said.  In  addi¬ 


tion  to  the  hands-on  invc^vement  in  missions 
tr4>6,  monbers  have  heard  from  several  mter^ 
nattonal  missicxiaries  on  stateside  asrign- 
ment  who  have  spc^cen  to  tire  church.  Ine 
congregation  also  is  in  the  process  of  adopt¬ 
ing  an  unreached  people  groiq>  fcxr  prayer. 

On  Wednesday  ni^ts,  the  pastor  passes 
out  ccjpies  of  receipts  finom  tire  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  for  the  church  s 
Cooperative  Program  giving.  "It's  a  tangi¬ 
ble,  visible  expression  of  our  priority  as  a 
church,"  Humphries  said.  "If  we  say  mis¬ 
sions  is  important  and  preach  cm  the  Great 
Commission  and  talk  about  being 
involved  in  tire  Great  Commission  —  all 
tiuit  takes  financial  resources. 

'I  try  to  stress  to  our  church  tiuit  we're 
not  a  lone  ranger  church.  We're  p^  of  a 
i^iole  uniting  together  to  see  tire  Kingdom 


Longview  Pomt  Churdi  also  recognizes 
its  re^xmsibility  to  reach  out  locally.  The 
church  partic4^tes  in  community  events. 


n:arri.T:irs.  iTvl  ^  !■  tW  t 


busiiresses  cm  tire  town  scpiare.  The  diuich 
provide  free  hot  drinks,  pundi,  refiesh- 
ments,  ccmifort  facilities,  and  a  place  for 
people  to  get  in  cmt  of  the  weattrer.  The 
church  entered  a  float  in  tiie  towh's 
Christmas  parade  last  year.  Later  in  tire 
winter  they  passed  out  tree  packets  of  hot 
chcxxilate  with  information  about  tiie 
church  cm  one  side  and  a  Gospel  presenta¬ 
tion  cm  the  otirer. 

"We  place  a  maximum  amount  of 
importance  cm  tire  Lordship  of  Christ," 


He  gave  us  the  Great  Commission 
and  we  fe«l  like  we  need  to  take  timt  com¬ 
mandment  seriously.  He  limits  us  to  'the 
ends  of  the  eartii,'  and  to  fulfill  tiiat  man¬ 
date,  we  need  tire  Ccmperative  Program." 


I 


Stocking  stuffers  no  longer 


music  CDs  are  flying  off  store  shelves  songs  we  want  m  our  ci^ 
this  holiday  gift  season.  Many  of  tiw  dren's  stocking,  hung  with 
larger  stores  in  M^issippi  that  carry  CDs  care  by  ttw  fireplace?  Do 
have  lowered  the  price  m  recent  weeks  to  we  want  our  teens  repeal 
$9.99  or  less  for  some  of  the  hottest  per-  ing  such  l}^<s  over  and 
formers  in  the  business.  That  may  not  over,  until  me  mreshmd  iot 
seem  like  a  bargain  basement  price  to  us  such  violent  acts  is  rrauced 
old-timers,  but  quite  a  few  CDs  these  days  to  zero  in  flwir  developing 
go  for  anywhere  from  $13.99-$24.99.  This  minds?  Christian  parOTte 
year's  lower  sale  prices  have  turned  CDs  shovild  take  a  hard  look  (or 
mto  perf^  stocking  stufi^.  listen,  rather)  at  pop 

It's  too  bad  the  industry  is  just  as  Too  many  parents  mink 
wicked  and  perverse  as  every  other  form  pop  music  is  hamuess, 

I  of  secular  entertainment  in  this  regardless  of  the  subject 
coimtry.  Along  witii  movies,  tele-  matter.  "When  I  was^  grow- 
vision,  and  radio,  the  recording  ing  up,"  they  argue,  every- 
industry  has  for  many  years  been  dung  in  pop  music  »on- 
in  a  race  to  see  just  how  low  they  fied  drag  use,  but  I  didn't 
can  take  humanity.  The  Coarser  turn  into  a  dope  head, 
the  Better,  seems  to  be  the  slogan  While  that  may  be  true, 
adopted  by  the  recording  industry,  many  other  young  prople 
Tne  worst  ofiienders  on  today  s  were  ruin^  by  the  drags 
music  scene  extol  die  virtues  of  rap-  glorified  in  those  songs, 
ing  their  modiers,  killing  policemen,  EveiV  more  to  the  point, 
running  drags,  shooting  disrespect-  how  many  songs  of  any 

pop  music  era  called  upon 
youths  to  torture,  muixier. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


every  form  of  perverse  sex  kivbwn 
to  man.  In  the  past  five  years,  there 
have  been  quite  a  few  number  one 
hits  that  aealt  with  committing 
diose  crimes  and  many  others. 

The  recording  industry  has  never  - 

been  a  guaixlian  of  the  coimtry's  morality,  ported  by  unwitting  parents  and 
but  the  so-called  "artists"  of  the  last  several  WorldNet  Daily  columnist 
years  have  taken  us  all  to  a  new  low  —  and  Jipping  thinks  all  of  this  has  a  tra 
society  is  paying  the  price.  teenage  murderer  o: 

Rapper  Eminem,  who  has  written  and  l^^lliam  Robertson  in  Milwaukc 
performed  a  number  of  songs  that  deni-  was  inspired  by  lyncs  from  gang 
grate  African-Americans  and  suggest  Tupac  Shakur.  The  teenage  mv 
killing  homosexuals,  reached  a  new  low  Texas  State  Trooper  Bill  Davidso 
recently  when  the  lyrics  for  his  song.  We  defended  himself  by  arguing  th 
Are  Americans,  were  found  floating  gangsta  rap  motivated  mm  to  kil 
around  the  Internet.  der  his  father  in  Los  Angeles,  Q 

In  dw  song,  Eminem  raps,  "(E)q>letive  Golly  lured  him  to  his  bedroom  b 
deleted)  money.  I  don't  rap  for  dead  presi-  on  his  stereo  a  rock  song  in  i 
dents.  I'd  radwr  see  die  President  dead."  In  singer  fantasizes  about  killmg  hi 
the  world  of  rap  jargcm,  "dead  presidents"  'mitchell  Johnson,  who  wid 
refers  to  m<Miey,  since  most  U.S.  currency  Golden  killed  a  teacher  and  fou 
carries  the  image  of  a  dead  former  president,  and  wounded  10  others  in  Jones! 
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record  5,607  on  the  field.  Our 
hearts  ache  for  the  world's 
people's  to  know  Christ. 

Now  it's  time  for  our  pocket- 
books  to  ache  a  little  as  well. 
Churches  continue  to  give  more 
each  year  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  YCP)  and 
the  Lottie  Mo<mi  Christmas 
Ofiering  (LMCO),  but  giving  has 
not  kept  pace  witii  the  increase 
in  appointed  missimaries. 

Mom  2000-02  the  missionary 
count  grew  8.7%  but  income 
from  CT  and  LMCO  increased 
just  1.5%.  Southern  Baptists 
average  a  little  more  than  eight 
dollars  per  person  to  LMCO. 

The  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  plays  a  critical  role  in 
supporting  the  work  of 
Soudiem  raptist  missicmaries, 
providing  aoout  half  of  the 
IBM's  total  budget;  every  permy 
received  through  the  offering 
goes  to  support  missionaries 
and  their  ministries.  IMB 
President  Jerry  Rankin  has  chal¬ 
lenged  ea^  diurch  to  increase 
its  goal  this  year  by  33%  to  signi¬ 
fy  me  kind  of  sacrifice  needra  to 
reach  our  lost  world  for  Christ. 

Ask  God  how  He  wants  to 
use  you  to  reach  die  people  of 
the  worid  with  die  Gospel  It's  a 
great  way  to  fill  die  time  while 
you're  waiting  fw  your  popcorn. 


you're  about  to  sit  down  to 
watch  a  movie  or  your 
favorite  team  play  but  remize 
something's  missing.  Bingo! 
You  remember  the  popcorn. 
You  ru^  into  the  kitchen,  grab 
a  bag  from  the  pantry,  and 
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The  urgency  of 
three  minutes^ 

By  James  T.  Draper,  president 
DfeYiay  Christian  Resoyrces,  Nashville 
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•  The  Kidz  Churdi  ministry 
of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Springdale,  Ark.,  which  takes  a 
radicm  approach  to  children's 
worship  m  an  interactive  game 
show-styled  setting  known  as 
"Wacky  World."  ’^Ve've  had 
parents  tell  us  that  their  kids, 
on  Satiuday,  will  begin  to  junw 
up  and  down  and  go,  'Yes!  Ir  s 
only  one  more  day  to  church. 
We  can't  wait  for  tomorrow,'" 
says  Dale  Hudson,  children's 
pastor  at  the  church. 

•  OneEigh^/  Ihe  voutti  min¬ 
istry  of  Church  on  me  Move  in 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  which  attracts 
1  AX)  to  1,400  youtfi  each  week 
from  a  cross-section  of  cultures. 
"Dakota  tribal  wisdom  says  that 
when  your  horse  dies,  me  best 
strategy  is  to  dismount  And  the 

'ou  learn  their  music  and  you  trudi  is  tfiat  a  lot  of  what  we've 

been  doing  in  the  church  in 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga. 
(BP)  —  A  new  tdevisian 
speaal  produced  hy  the 
North  American  Mtsaion 
Board  (NAMB)  will  intro¬ 
duce  a  secular  audience  on 
ABC-affiliated  stations  to  a 
different  kind  of  dunch  — 


distinctly 
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diurch  planting  ^lecialist  and  The  churches  profiled  you  learn  their  music  and  you 
one  of  TO  executive  pnxluoecs  include  a  mix  of  Soutiiem  learn  their  language.  And  tiiese  ^ 

for  the  prnect,  the  goal  was  Baptist  and  ottier  evangelical  emerging  churches  are  just  reaching  young  people  today  is 
toi!eintiDduoetiKchuiaito"an  ccmgregations,  with  a  common  learning  the  language  of  this 
entire  generation  to  a  generation-  thane  being  tiuit  tiiey  were  postmodern  culture.'  ^ 

and-a-ludf  of  people'^vdio  have  deagned  to  attract  individuals  Ed  Stetzer,  NAMB  church 
found  the  church  ntdevanL  witti  a  postmodern  mindset  planting  specialist  and  aufoor 

"Their  experience  witti  church  "As  ttie  modem  era  of  our  of  "Planting  New  Churches  in  a 
is  that 'you  to  iwed  to  duKTO  aD  culture  gives  way  to  what  is  Postmodern  Age,"  also  con- 
of  your  ways  and  be  Eke  u^*  he  widely  Known  as  postmod-  tributed  to  the  effort. 
said  "One  thiiwtiiat  I  would  like  emism,  many  chimhes  are  Churches  profiled  in  the  spe- 
the  national  >fflC  audience  to  finding  that  more  and  more  cial  include: 
understand  is  that  there  are 
diunhes  that  are  intentionally 
trying  to  connect  with  peoro 
just  mce  them,  and  piovicse  rne- 
vant  expiEssians  of  worshm,  rd- 
evant  ministries  and  rd^ant 
activities  witiiout  ocanfxonusing 
biblkal  truth  and  inle^ity.'' 

The  documentary  is  part  of 
the  Visiem  and  Values  series 
of  the  Interfaith  Broadcast 
Commission.  Other  NAMB- 
produced  networ^c  documen¬ 
taries  in  tile  same  series  have 
tackled  issues  ranging  from 
the  foith  of  professuMial  ath¬ 
letes  to  tile  role  oi  churches  in 
the  Civil  Rights  movement" 


PuBUSHED  Since  1877 


n  for  its  multi-  jmt  a  dead  horse,"  says  Blaine 
p  experiences.  Bartel,  the  ministry's  director, 
aistinctions  of  "It's  not  working  anymore.  IT s 
we  understand  not  taking  us  wnae  we  need  to 
is  here  to  draw  go.  So  we've  got  to  get  off  that 
g  God,"  pastor  horse.  And  we  ve  got  to  get  on  a 
IS  says  m  the  different  horse." 

'orship  through  Bemie  Hargis,  the  program's 
fit,  and  touoi,  producer  and  director,  sugg^t- 
^1."  ed  individuals  consult  locaTlist- 

iil  Church,  a  in^  for  airtimes  —  or  ccHitact 
;ation  that  has  their  Icxal  ABC  affiliate, 
members  in  six  "They  need  to  ask  for  it  by 
acorporation  of  name,  and  they  need  to  men- 
i^erse  musical  tion  it  is  part  of  the  Vision  and 
iate  the  truth  of  Values  series,"  Hargis  said. 
Lilture  you  need  Because  they  usually  do  not 
me  language  as  have  commercial  sponsorship, 
e  culture,'^as-  the  programs  often  air  during 
all  says.  "What  unsold  time  slots  —  often  on 
,  musically,  it  Simdays.  Stations  have  offered 
the  same  as  favoraole  scheduling  in  tiie  past 
j  that  is  being  in  response  to  viewer  interest, 
itent  should  be  "If  stations  get  enou^  calls,  it 
[lould  be  some-  makes  a  difrcrence,"  fo  said, 
^gn  itself  with  Programming  information,  is 
ripture  and  the  also  available  through  www. 

interfoithbroadcasting.com. 
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Noted  aul 


The  memory  of  Mississippian  Arthur  Flake,  desigteer  of  Baptist 
SuiKlay  School  organization  and  methcxls,  is  honored  during  the 
recent  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  A  plaque  was  presented  to 
First,  Wnona,  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Historical  Commission,  the 
Baptist  Sunday  Sdicx>l  Board,  and  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


Representative  Paul  W.  Shafer,  powerful  member  of  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  committee  on  the  armed  services,  assails 
the  new  Pentagon  administrative  ruling  that  allows  liquor  legally  to 
be  sold  at  army  posts  as  "urmecessary,  unwise,  and  unfair." 
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Poll:  Teens 
are  more 
pro-life 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
American  teeriagers  are  more 
pro-life  than  the  general  aduK 
population,  a  new  survey  by 
Callup  shows.  Ihe  survey  of 
517  teens  ages  13-17  found 
that  on  every  abortiorvrelated 
question  they  are  nxxe  conser¬ 
vative  when  compared  to  all 
adults  in  a  separate  Gallup  poll. 

Thirty-two  percent  of  teens, 
but  only  1 7%  of  all  adults,  said 
that  abortion  should  be  ille^l  in 
all  circumstances.  Forty-seven 
percent  of  teens,  compared  to 
55%  of  all  adults,  said  abortion 
should  be  legal  only  under  cer¬ 
tain  circumstarKes.  Additionally, 
19%  of  teens  and  26%  of  adults 
said  abortion  should  be  legal  in 
all  circumstarKes. 

Just  as  erKOuraging  to  pro-, 
lifers,  72%  of  the  teens  in  the 
9urv^  said  they  believe  abor¬ 
tion  is  "morally  vvrong."  Twenty- 
six  percent  said  it  was  "morally 
acceptable."  The  August  survey, 
released  Nov.  1 8,  was  conduct¬ 
ed  throu^  an  Internet  method¬ 
ology  using  an  online  research 
panel  that  Gallup  says  is 
^designed  to  be  representative 
of  the  entire  U.S.  population." 

While  polls  sh^  that  teens 
are  more  pro-life  than  the  gen- 
.^eral  population,  they  also  show 
that  teer>s  are  more  liberal  on 
the  issue  of  same-sex  "mar¬ 
riage."  For  instance,  a  Gallup 


poT)  this -summer  found  that 
while  55%  of  adults  opposed 
same-sex  "marriage,"  61%  of 
adults  ages  1 8-29  supported  it. 


Fabulous  Facts  from 
A  Fox  Hunter 


Over  the  Thanksaving  holi¬ 
days,  we  traveled  over  to 
Alabama  to  my  wife's  child¬ 
hood  home  to  visit  with  her 
modter.  It  was  the  first  time  we 
had  been  back  home  since  her 
father  passed  away  and  we 
were  bofit  constanfiy  reminded 
of  him  not  bemg  there. 
Somediing  we  would  see,  or 
hear,  or  e>q>ect  to  hear,  or  widi 
we  could  see,  would  fill  our 
mkids  widt  awareness  of  how 
many  ways  he  had  toudied  our 
lives.  Now,  he  was  g(xie! 

When  we  lost  her  hither,  we 
lost  a  lot!  Yet,  there  was  a  lot 
that  he  left  with  us.  Almost 
everywhere  you  looked 
around  the  house  or  the  yard, 
there  were  reminders  of  one 
of  tus  favorite  and  life-long 
passions.  He  had  been  an' 
avid  fox  htmter.  In  fact,  it  was 
only  hours  before  he  went 
home  to  be  with  the  Lord  that 
he  had^.be<m.xmt  on  what 
would:WI^£3aUlimt. 


‘Virecti 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


OivVim  ggjBdW  hundreds 
of  memonesabout  him  and 
numerous  incidences  in  his  life. 

I  recalled  being  widi  him  about 
a  year  ago  as  lie  was  going  to 
taxe  one  of  his  prized  dogs  for 
a  nigfit  of  himm^.  His  mind 
was  on  his  ibvorite  pastime  and 
he  b^gan  to  spin  an  old  fox- 
htmtingtale.  He  told  me  about 
an  oldlox  htmter  friend  of  his 
named  Oscar.  Oscar  was  92 
years  old  but  still  loved  to  go 
out  and  hunt  and  could  sit  and 
listen  to  the  dogs  run  all  ni^t 
loiw  as  good  as  the  next  gim 
Now,  Oscar  had  lost  all  of 
his  tee^  a  good  many  years 
ago  and  pretty  much  hvra  on 
a  diet  of  ti^acco.  According  to 
my  daddy-in-law,  old  Oscar 
chewed  a  pack  or  so  of  tobacco 
every  day.  Now,  try  to  get  this 
picture  in  your  nund  as  my. 
lather-in-law  related  it  to  me. 
Here  is  old  Oscar  (92  years 
old),  still  fox-hunting  and  liv¬ 
ing  with  a  wad  of  tobacco  in 
his  moutii  most  of  the  time. 
Mr.  Moore  told  Oscar,  "One 
day  tiiere  is  going  to  be  a  great 
meeting."  Oscar  inqvured. 


"What  do  you  mean?"  Mr. 
Moore  explained,  "I  mean  oik 
day  your  nose  and  your  chin 
are  going  to  meet!'  With  a 
gen&  laugh,  my  fatiier-in-law 
held  up  his  tiuunb  and  index 
^ger  and  measured  about 
hau  an  inch  and  said  that 
Oscar's  nose  was  about  that 
far  from  his  chin  already. 
Oscar  looked  at  him,  smiled, 
and  just  kept  on  chewing! 

It  was  at  that  point  m  tiie 
conversation,  tiiat  according  to 
Mr.  Moore,  old  Oscar  began  to 
tell  tiiat  he  had  done  some  fig¬ 
uring.  I  suppose  he  had  been 
figuring  and  philoscmhizing, 
because  old  Oscar  said  that  he 
had  beoi  chewing  tobacco 
since  he  was  a  young  boy  and 
that  he  had  dcxie  some  math  to 
see  just  how  much  tobacco  he 
had  consumed  over  the 
decades.  My  father-in-law 
inquired,  "Well,  how  mudi  was 
it?*  Now,  my  father-in-law 
couldn't  remember  tiie  exact 
amount,  but  accordii^  to  Oscar 
it  was  several  tons  m  tobacco 
that  he  had  chewed! 

Now,  please  do  not  misun¬ 
derstand  me,  for  I  am  not  pro¬ 
moting  chewing  tobacco,  or 
snutf,  or  any  other  kind  of 
tobaco)  use;  but,  it  did  strike 
me  that  hm,  in  fascinating 
"country"  reality,  were  some 
fabulous  facts  from  an  old  fox 
hunter  -  facts  frmn  which  you 
and  I  could  benefit! 

•  Fact  one  has  to  do  witii 
continuation.  Can  you  imag¬ 
ine  what  happens  to  you  over  a 
period  of  8()  or  85  years,  when 
you  diew  tobacco  every  day? 
Probably,  tiie  changes  wotud 
not  be  good,  but  d^ges  will 
occur  because  you  continue 
doing  it.  On  the  flip  side  tiiere 
are  so  many  wonderful  tilings 
that  people  fail  to  achieve. 


enjoy,  and  embrace  because 
they  don't  continue.  Now, 
many  of  us  could  have  been 
good  musicians  if  we  had  just 
cofituiucd  prscticii^  tiiic  pidziO/ 
guitar,  drums,  or  flute.  Also, 
many  of  us  would  be  in  good 
physical  condition  if  we  had 
fust  continued  walking,  exer¬ 
cising,  keeping  our  appetite 
unda  control,  or  staying  away 
from  destructive  tilings. 

How  many  of  us  could  be 
strong  spiritually  and  making 
an  impact  for  the  Kingdom  or 
God  if  continuation  had  been 
a  part  of  our  lives?  Yet,  some- 
wnere  we  stopped  attending, 
ceased  reading  "our  Bible 
every  day,  quit  growing,  and 
wondered  why  our  spirits 
became  so  weak  and  deplet¬ 
ed.  The  key  is  continuation! 

•  Anotiier  fabulous  fiKt  tiiat 
came  to  my  mind  had  to  do 
witii  conccniratiaM.  When  you 
focus  on  doing  even  a  small 
tiling  faithfully,  it  begins  to 
mount  up  and  make  a  difier- 
ence.  Just  a  small  Httie  drop  of 
water,  dripping  onto  a  mud. 
Solid  rock  surf^  will  eventu- 
rally  wear  tiie  rode  away  —  con¬ 
centration!  Do  tiie  sniw  thing 
tiiat  God  has  called  you  to  do 
fdtiifully  and  it  wiB  mount  tqi 
to  pay  eternal  dividends. 

We  iieed  to  be  reininded  that  it 
is  not  always  the  penon  that 
gives  tiie  big  gift  tiiat  is  the  big 
giver!  No,  the  person  vdio 
makes  a  contribution  of  whatev¬ 
er  aze,  conastentiy,  is  probaUy 
going  to  make  tiie  greater  inqiad 

Years  ago  a  young  man  in 
the  town  where  I  was  pastor, 
would  come  by  the  wurch 
every  Sunday  morning  on  his 
way  to  his  church.  He  was  not 
a  member  of  our  feUowship 
and  rarely  came  to  a  service, 
but  he  always  came  by  early 


Sunday  morning  and  left  his 
envelime  wilh  me  dollar  in  it. 
Consistoitlyf  at  tiie  end  of  each 
year,  our  church  records 
showed  that  he  gave  $52.(X)  to 
the  ministries  and  tiie  missions 
throi^  our  church.  We  had 
people  who  came  pretty  often 
who  occasionally  gave  an  offer- 
ing  yet,  tiiey  did  not  give  as 
muen  as  .tiiat  person  who  just 
concentirated  on  doing  a 
"small"  thing  well. 

There  is  a  reoccurring  princi¬ 
ple  in  Scripture  tiiat  may^  is 
oest  understood  when  it  is 
expressed  in  Jesus'  words  that 
if  we  will  be  fmtiiful  aver  a  f^ 
things,  the  Lord  will  make  us 
ruler  over  many  tilings.  It  is  far 
better  for  us  to  cmcentrate  on 
doing  the  small  tilings  that  we 
are  aole  to  do  tiian  it  is  for  us  to 
talk  about  the  big  tilings  that 
we  are  unable  to  do. 

Not  to  belabor  the  point,  but 
think  about  old  Oscar.  Time  and 
again,  tiuoughout  the  day  and 
over  the  weocs,  he  would  take 
just  an  ounce  or  so  of  chewing 
tobacco  and  chonq>  away  on  it, 
OT  to  later  years,  gum  away  on  it 
In  tirrie,  an  ounce  would  become 
a  pound,  and  pounds  would 
become  many  more  pounds 
until  tons  had  been  consumed! 
Concentration  is  a  fabulous  fact. 

•  the  last  important  and 
significant  fact  that  came  to  my 
mmd  was  celebration.  As  bad 
a  habit  as  it  may  be,  old  Oscar 
enjoyed  what  ne  was  doing 
when  he  was  chewing  tobacco. 
He  may  have  acqui^  a  tooth¬ 
less  grm,  but  he  delighted  to  it 
I  can  tii^  of  very  few  things 
tiiat  make  a  greater  difitoence 
to  the  way  we  go  about  doings 
what  we  do  for  the  Lord,  than 
to  enjoy  what  we  do. 
Regardless,  if  it  is  giving, 
singing,  preaching,  visiting,  or 
ministering  to  Jesus'  name  the 
people  who  enjoy  doing  what 
they  are  -doing  exude  a  land  of 
emtagious  am  good  spirit  that 
makes  a  difierence  to  the  folks 
around  them! 

Celebration  in  Kingdom 
work  is  an  often  overlooked 
and  imder-appreciated  dimen¬ 
sion  that  mal^  what  we  do 
worthwhile.  Whatever  you  do 
to  the  Lord's  woiic  if  you  gripe, 
fuss,  moan,  groan,  complam, 
and  bicker  about  it,  you  negate 
every  good  thing  that  could 
come  from  it.  It  doesn't  matter 
what  it  is,  if  you  don't  enjoy 
serving  the  Lord  to  that  capaa- 
ty,  then  the  benefits  and  tiie 
ble»}ir^  are  lost! 

Have  you  ever  known  of 
'  someme  who  kept  records  at  the 
chuidi  and  didnT  like  it,  or  peo¬ 
ple  who  sang  to  tiie  choir  and 
complained  soout  it,  or  someone 
who  tau^t  a  Sunday  Sdiool 
class  and  Demoaned  the  fact,  or 
even  a  persem  who  attended 
church  (xily  to  belly-adie  about 
all  that  is  taking  plaice  tiiere? 

You  might  not  be  into  chew¬ 
ing  tobacco,  but  may  God  help 
you,  me,  and  all  of  His  children 
to  get  geared  up  to  celebrate 
what  God  is  domg  among  us! 
It  does  make  a  difference  when 
you  enjoy  what  you  are  doing 
m  life.  If  you  don't  believe  me, 
ask  ole  O^ar! 


♦ 
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Muslims  as  spiritual  allies?  Panel  says  no 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Should 
Christians  view  Muslims  as  monotheis¬ 
tic  allies  in  the  culture  wars?  Not  accord¬ 
ing  to  panelists  at  a  symposium  spon¬ 
sored  by  Southern  Seminaiy's  Carl  F.H. 
Henry  Institute  for  Evangelical  Engage¬ 
ment  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  pandists,  depicting  Allah  as 
fundamentally  dirorent  tihan  die 
God  (A  Christianity,  said  efforts  to 
unite  Islam  and  Christianity  dueat- 
en  to  compromise  the  Go^d. 

The  symposium  feahued 
seminary  President  R.  Albert 
Mohler  Jr.;  Russell  D.  Moore, 
assistant  professor  of  Christian 
theology  and  executive  director 
of  the  Henry  Institute  and  a 
Mississippi  native;  and  Ergtm 
Caner,  associate  professor  of 
theology  and  history  at  Liberty 


facets  of  die  Christian  doctrine  of  God  such  our  Christian  idmtity  is  ...  the  confession 
as  die  Trinity  and  ^  deity  of  Christ,  Caner  diat  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord."  Edorte  at  waj^g 
said.  "It  is  not  die  same  God,"  he  said.  "The  die  great  battles  of  the  age,  he  said,  are 
Koran  is  explicit  not  to  say  Trinity...  We're  damentally  limited  to  diose  who  believe 
not  talking  about  the  same  God."  and  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord." 

In  fact,  Islamic  eschatdogy  teaches  that  Because  God  reveals  moral  standards 
one  day  Jesus  will  return  to  "break  dirou^  human  conscience,  Christians  and 
all  the  crosses"  and  "kill  and  send  Muslims  will  agree  on  some  cultural  issues. 


theology  and  history  at  Liberty  Moore  noman  \»amouc  toun- 

University  in  Lynchburg,  Va.  cil  in  the  1960s,  it  was 

Peter  Kreeft,  professor  of  philosophy  at  commonly  acknowledged  that 
Boston  College,  was  scheduled  to  speak  at  Christianity  and  Islam  hold  con- 
the  mid-November  session  but  was  unable  tradictory  theologies,  Mohler 
to  attend  due  to  a  family  emergency.  said.  After  Vatican  II,  it  became 

However,  more  than  500  pec^le  listened  popular  to  lump  all  monotheistic 
as  panelists  responded  to  Kreeft's  book,  reheions  into  one  category. 

Ecumenical  Jihad,  in  which  Kreeft  argues  'Vatican  n  went  so  m  as  offi- 
that  Christians  and  Muslims  hold  many  dally  to  embrace  all  mmottieists 
beliefs  in  common  as  monodieists  and  must  as  sens  of  Abraham  and  induded 

.  . .  in  God's  economy  of 

salvaticm,"  Mdiler  said. 

"This  means  Christians 
and  Jews  and  Muslims." 

Among^ttie  differences 

between  Christianity  and  Islam, 


to  hdU  every  Jew  and  Christian  Mohler  noted.  But  the  two  relij 
\sdK}  did  not  accept  Allah,"  Caner  never  unite  fully  because  Musi 
stud.  "As  much  as  I  would  love  feu'  God's  authoritative  revelatio^  di 
ttiere  to  be...  unity,  you  carmot  "When  we  come  to  revelation,  i 
unite  with  those  who  seek  your  any  botrfc,"  he  said.  'Tt  is  the  holy 
death  fenr  the  sole  reasem  of  your  It  is  eimlidtly  not  the  ^ran,  whid 
converrion,"  Caner  said.  i^  a  different  worldview."  Comm 

Mohler,  in  his  comments,  said  "nom  time  to  time  on  limited 
Kreeft's  diesis  stems  from  a  false  understand  by  common  grace,"  h 
notion  that  all  monodieists  share  common  platform  to  address  the  a 
a  common  worldview.  Prior  to  I  think  not  The  seductive  nature  c 
Vatican  H,  a  pivotal  j*  «ii 

Roman  Catholic  coim- 
cil  in  the  1960s,  it  was 


•ns  will 
s  reject 


unite  in  the  fig^t  against  secular¬ 
ism.  Fighting  between  die  two 
religions,  Kreeft  writes,  unneces¬ 
sary  detracts  from  poative  work 
diat  could  be  accomplished. 

Caner,  who  was  a  Muslim  for  20 
years  behxe  omunittiig  his  life  to 
Christ  deserdTed  KreefFs  view  as 


Mohler 


Caner,  who  was  a  Muslim  for  20 
years  behxe  omunittiig  his  life  to 
Christ  deserfljed  KreefFs  view  as 
ignoring  irreconcilable  differences 
between  Iskun  and  Christianity. 

'To  say  that  our  ...monodieis- 
tic  religions  worship  the  same 
God/  that  as  sons  of  Abraham  we 
can  unite  on  a  common  cause  of 
this  said  God  against  the  threat  of  C 

humanism,  in  my  mind  ignores 
die  central  tenets  of  each  system  and  insults 
the  adherents  of  each  system,"  Caner  said. 

Though  Muslims  believe  diat  Allah  is 
the  sovereign  creator,  they  deny  other 


God's  authoritative  revelatio^  die  Bible. 

"When  we  come  to  revelation,  iFs  not  just 
any  book,"  he  said.  'Tt  is  the  holy  Scrqituies. 
It  u  eimliddy  not  the  Koran,  which  is  ei^lic- 
itfy  a  different  worldview."  Common  ground 
"horn  time  to  time  an  limited  issues  we 
understand  by  common  grace,"  he  said.  "A 
common  platform  to  addi^  die  culture  war? 
I  think  not  The  seductive  nature  of  that  idea 
makes  it  all  die  more  dangerous." 

Moore,  a  Biloxi  native,  said 
Muslims  also  misunderstand  the 
fa^eriiood  of  God.  "God  the 
Fadier  does  not  simply  mean 
that  God  is  caring,"  Moore  said. 
"God  die  Fadier,  m  Scripture,  is  a 
specific  truth  claim  diat  God  is 
the  Father  of  Jesus  Christ  We 
cannot  start  widi  some  generic 
concept  of  God  and  dien  move  to 
a  fuller  revelation  in  Jesus  Christ. 
God  reveals  HimseU  as  Father, 
Son,  Holy  Spirit  and  as  the  God 
and  Fadier  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Sc»ne  thinkers  minimize  the  dis- 
tinctirais  between  Islam  and  Christiani^  but 
Scrioture  teacli^s  that  only  followers  of  Christ 


as  noted  by  Mohler.  Christianity's 
insistence  on  the  full  deity  of 
Christ  versus  Islam's  denial  that 
God  could  ever  have  a  son. 

"The  issue  ...is  die  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity,  in  particular  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Christ,^'  Mohler  said.  "We 
must  face  the  fundamental  ques- 
Caner  hoi'  of  how  one  knows  the  one 

true  and  Uving  God.  The  Scripture 
Its  is  abundantiy  clear  &it  God  is  toown 
1.  through  Jesus  Christ  die  Son."  Islam,  in  con- 

is  trast,  iraists  diat  "Allah  is  one,  and  he  has 


will  inhoit  eternal  life,  he  said. 

"The  issues  here  are  about  more  dian  for¬ 
eign  policy,  aldiough  foreim  policy  is  at 
stake,^'  he  said.  "The  issue  is  about  more  than 
the  ciilture  wars  although  the  culture  wars 
are  at  stake.  The  issue  is  billions  and  billions 
of  pe(^le  for  whom  Christ  died,  who  ri^t 
now  are  chanting,  'There  is  no  God  but  Allah, 
and  Muhammad  is  his  prophet'" 

"For  millions  and  millions  of  Muslims, 

ejace  —  defined  as  being  ignored  by  the 
ospel  —  is  hell.  If  we  love  Muslims  as 
we  love  ourselves,  we  will  take  the 


no  seal,"  MoWer  said.  "The  cmly  ground  of  Gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 


Bush:  Christians,  Muslims  worship  "same  God' 


LONDON  (BP)  —  In  an 
answer  that  is  sure  to  upset 
evangelicals  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  Christian  base  of 
supporters.  President  George 
W.  Bush  said  Nov.  20  in  London 
that  Christians  and  Muslims 
worship  the  same  God. 

Speaking  at  a  joint  news 
conference  with  British  Prime 
Minister  Tony  Blair  during 
his  state  visit  to  England, 
Bush  was  asked  by  a  reporter 
about  his  thoughts  on  how 
the  war  on  terrorism  and  his 
promotion  of  freedom  inter¬ 
sects  with  his  Christian  faith. 

The  reporter  asked,  "Mr. 
President,  when  you  talk 
about  peace  in  the  Middle 
East,  you've  often  said  that 
freedom  is  granted  by  the 
Almighty.  Some  people  who 
share  your  beliefs  don't 
believe  that  Muslims  worship 
the  same  Almighty.  I  wonder 
about  your  views  on  that  and 
Mr.  Prime  Minister's,  as  a 
man  also  of  faith.  I'd  like  to 
get  yoUr  reaction  to  that." 

"I  do  say  tfiat  freedom  is  the 
Almighty's  gift  to  eve^  per¬ 
son,"  Bush  answered.  I  also 
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PRESIDENT  IN  PRAYER  —  President  George  W.  Bush  (right)  and  wife 
Laura  (second  from  right)  bow  their  heads  in  prayer  during  a  recent 
National  Day  of  Prayer  cerenKiny  in  the  White  House.  Th^  w^  join^ 
in  prayer  by  lames  Dobson  (second  from  left)  and  his  wife  Shi^y,  who 
chairs  the  annual  prayer  initiative.  An  unabashed  evangelical  Christian, 
the  President  has  come  under  fire  for  equating  the  God  of  Christianity 
with  Allah  of  Islam.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  The  White  House) _ 

condition  it  by  saying  freedom  imtead  gave  a  general  amwer 
is  not  America's  gift  to  the  about  freedom.  I  beheve  that  if 
world.  It's  much  greater  than  people  are  given  the  chance  to 


world.  It's  much  j^ater  man 
that,  of  course,  and  I  beljeve  we 
worship  the  same  God." 

Blair  avoided  the 
Christianity-Islam  question  and 


people  are  given  the  chance  to 
have  freedom,  whatever  part  of 
the  world  they're  in,  whatever 


religion  they  practice,  whatever 
faith  they  have,  if  they're  given 


the  chance  to  have  freedom, 
they  welcome  it,"  he  said. 

Itichard  Land,  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Etiiics  & 
Religious  Commission  in 
Nashville,  said  that  while  he 
respects  Bush  he  believes  the 
president  is  wrong. 

"Like  many  other 
Americans  I  applaud  the  presi¬ 
dent  as  a  man  of  deep  religious 
faith  who  attempts  to  bring 
that  faith  conviction  to  bear  on 
public  policy  issues,"  Land 
told  ^ptist  Press.  "However, 
we  should  always  remember 
that  he  is  Commander-in- 
Chief,  not  theologian-in-chief, 
and  when  he  says  that  he 
believes  that  Muslims  and 
Christians  worship  the  same 
God,  he  is  simply  mistaken." 

Scripture  "is  clear"  on  the 
issue.  Land  added.  "There  is 
one  God  and  His  name  is 
Jehovah  and  His  only  begotten 
Son  is  Jesus  Christ  of  the  seed  of 
Abraham  and  Isaac,  whose 
motfier  was  the  Jewess  virgin, 
Mary.  Jesus  our  Savior  has  made 
it  clear  tiiat  we  must  know  His 
Father  tiirough  faitii  in  Him  and 
Him  alone,"  ne  said. 
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Barrows  gives 
collection 
to  Southern 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  — 
Cliff  Barrows,  longtime  music 
and  programming  director  for 
the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association,  has  donated  his 
collection  of  298  hymnals  and 
1 3  additional  music-related 
books  to  Boyce  Centennial 
Library  at  Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisville,  Ky.  He  chose  the 
seminary  at  the  urging  of  a 
seminary  professor  and 
because  of  existing  connec¬ 
tions  with  Billy  Graham  via 
Southern's  school  of  missions, 

Selism  and  church  growth 
bear  Graham's  name. 
The  seminary's  Boyce  Library 
also  contains  a  collection  of 
materials  from  the  Billy 
Graham  Evangelistic 

Association's  early  years. 

The  Barrows  collection 
includes  songbooks  from 
Graham  crusades,  compila¬ 
tions  by  Barrows,  along  with 
solo  and  duet  songbooks  used 
by  the  Graham  ministry. 
Barrows  made  it  a  point  to  buy 
hymnals  from  each  country 
the  Graham  crusades  visited, 
his  favorites  •being  from 
England  and  Scotland.  Many 
hymnals  in  the  collection  are 
in  foreign  languages  including 
French,  German,  Spanish, 
Japanese,  Chinese,  Welsh, 
Russian,  and  Swedish. 

Barrows  has  served  along- 
'side  Billy  Graham  fe>r  the  past 
58  years.  Barrows,  who  says  his 
favorite  hymns  are  Great  is  Thy 
Faithfulness  and  And  Can  It  Be? 
has  a  deep  affinity  for  classic 
Christian  l^mns.  Barrows  says 
he  is  encouraged  by  a  renewed 
interest  in  the  hymns. 

"I  am  glad  to  see  a  resur¬ 
gence  of  interest  in  the  old 
hymns,"  Barrows  said.  "The 
words  to  the  old  hymns  are 
full  of  great  theology....  As 
Stephen  Olford  once  said, 
great  theology  produces 
great  hymnology  which  pro¬ 
duces  great  doxology.  I  love 
the  stories  of  the  old 
hymns...  I  believe  God  uses 
them  to  sf>eak  to  the  hearts 
of  men  today...  I  hope  this 
donation  will  be  helpful  to 
seminarians." 
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The  GAs  of  Grace 
Church, 

Brooklyn,  held  a  bake 
sale  to  ralM  funds  for  d\e 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
oaring.  They  raised  $70. 
Picture  (from  left)  are 
Nina  Anderson,  I^yla 
McClendon,  Berma 

McClendon,  JoAnna 


White,  and ,  Nadme 
Anderson. 

The  Gilead  Retreat 
and  Conference  Center, 
near  Etta,  will  present 
Christmas  on  Reflection 
Lake  December  18-27  at 
7  p.m.  nightly.  The  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  tell  by  sight 

Branch  Piano  Dedication,  Morton  jSlTdiSisS'onl?*?^! 

but  donations  will  be  accept¬ 
ed.  This  is  not  a  '  drive- 
'  through.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (662)  234-4465. 


GAs  of  Providence  Church,  Hattiesburg 


help  raise  money  for  the  pro-  Much  of  the  Hispanic  work  in 
They  completed  50  boxes,  northwest  Mississippi  grew 
The  GAs  pictured  (from  left,  from  Hispanics  who  once 
ChristanuonRtflectionLake  front)  are  Xbbev  Ca«ao.  Laken  attended  the  Parchman 


Macedonia  Church  Mission  Team,  Petal 


1 


Lanita  Roland 


Bethlehem  Church,  LaureL 
recently  celebrated  being  Debt 
Free  in  2003  by  burning  the 
note  on  their  Duildinjg.  The 
church  began  the  debt  free 
campaign  m  Janiiary  diis  year 
and  celwrated  being  complete- 
W  out  of  debt  at  their 
lluuiksgiving  service.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Jack  Register, 


Regialc^  Walters,  and  Khmlncn,  pastor 


Scottie  Walters,  and  Cary 
Kimbrell,  pastor. 

Holly  Church,  Corinth, 
recently  held  Family  Sunday* 
in  promotion  with  High 
Attendance  Simday  School  on 
November  23  with  172  in 
worship  attendance. 

Immediate  and  extended 
families  with  the  most  mem¬ 
bers  present,  and  the  family . 
member  who  traveled  the 
greatest  distance  were  recog¬ 
nized.  Tony  Morrow  is  pastor. 

The  mission  team  at 
Macedonia  Church,  Petal, 
visited  a  jrouth  ranch  in 
Dragoon,  Ariz.,  this  summer. 
Men  did  construction  work  at 
the  ranch,  and  ladies  held 
VBS  at  Dragoon  Church. 
Pictured  are  the  mission  team 
members  and  children  of  the 
couple  that  run  the  ranch. 

The  members  of  Branch 
Churdi,  Morton,  hdd  a  piarK> 
dedication  service  September  28 
to  dedicate  their  new  Ritanuller 
Baby  Grand  Piana  Op^  Irby  is 
the  pianis^  Mayzdle  Coward  is 
die  (xganist,  Nonnan  Hu^ies  is 
minister  of  music,  and  Mkhad 
Giles  is  pastor. 


m 


Lowery,  Megan  Caves,  Anna  church's  bilingual  service. 
Kate  Cowart,  Kyleigh  Workers  in  the  Hispanic 
CampbeU,  (back)  leader  Pam  churches  often  come  from 
Bates,  and  leader  Tina  Caves.  team  members  who  worked 
-*■  in  Mexico  with  the  Parchman 

Pictured  (from  left)  are  church. 

David 
Bodenheimer, 
associate  pas¬ 
tor,  and  Gary 
Richardson, 

Raster,  both  of 
forth  Oxford 
Church, 

Oxford,  stand- 
'  ing  beside  the 
new  church 
sign  for  the 
Hi  s  p  a  n i c 
Mission,  a  gift 
from 
Charleston 
Industries, 

Charleston, 
and  Calvary 
Chapel, 

Parchman.  Bodenheimer  and  Richardson 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


lifeliiy  has  the  8ohitiQii--a 
mini-biis  that  meets  Menl  safety  standiards. 
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Harvey  Fulingane. 

The  Barnes  Crossing 
Church  Choir,  Saltillo,  will 
present  a  cantata,  A  Night  to 
Remember,  on  December  21 


Jmui  Johnson  recently 
reosived  his  43  ytsa  pin  for  per¬ 
fect  attendance  m  Sunday  Sdnotd 


at  Briarwood  Churdi, 

Pictured  (from  left)  are  Thomas  J. 
Wood,  pastor  emeritus  and  pas¬ 
tor  of  Salem  Chiudi, 
Lauderdale,  aivl  Jcdmson. 


Timothy  Black 
ordaiited  November  16  b 


\  \  \  1 1  s  I  \ 


Wood  and  Johnson 


Harmony  Chtuch,  Atta 
Cotmty.  He  has  been  called  as 
pastor 


Pitts,  Black,  and  Wagoner 


The  Greens  and  Jim  Taylor^  pastor 


County. 
Pictured 
(from  left) 
are  George 
Pitts,  pastor 
of  Haimony, 
Black,  and 
Bobby 
Wagoner, 
Attala 
County 
Missionary. 
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BY  PHll  WAIDREP 

www.parentmgpiDdigak.com 


rrihis  series  Is  an  dght- 
I  week  video  series  of 
X  (^  30-ininute  tapes 
ideal  for  small  group  studies. 
ThtParmthifPnMffib 
l^Uso  Self es  is  designed  to 
enonirage  and  guide  parents 
with  children  uncommitted 
to  the  Lord  or  the  church 


ORDER  YOUR 
SET  TODAY! 
1-800-374-1550 


Faulkner  and  Gentry 


Sgt.  1st  Class  Clint 
Faulkner  of  the  112th  MP 
Battalion  and  a  member  of 
Midway  Church,  Jackson,  was 

fuest  of  honor  on  his  last 
unday  before  deploying  for 
active  duty  in  the  Middle  East. 
Charles  Gentry,  pastor,  pre¬ 
sented  him  with  a  certificate 
and  a  bcx>k  from  the  church. 

Glendale  Chiuch,  Leland, 
recently  ordamed  Frank  Teny  as 
a  minister.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Terry,  Roy  Webb,  and  Mark 
Pilgrim,  pastor. 

Star  Church,  Star  held  a 
deacon  ordmation  September 
21.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  dea¬ 
cons  Eiland  Harris,  Keith 
Townsend,  Chris  Craddock, 
and  Doiinie  Boykin.  VHic 
Bowman  is  pastor. 

Lake  Como  Church,  Bay 
^rings,  ordained  Tony  M. 
Green  a  deacon  August  1/.  Jim 
Taylor  is  pastor. 

Oral  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
held  a  deacon  ordination 
Noveird>er  9  for  James  Hatten. 
Pictured  (from  Iot)  are  Johimy 


pastor.  AU  are  mviieu. 


Star  Church  Deacon  Ordiiunon,  Star 


Martin,  Hatten,  and  FUlingane 


Terry,  Webb,  and  Pilgrim 


•Safely 

•Comfort 

RaHoMllty 


VWuo 
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Gann  tapped 
for  Men's 
Ministry  slot 

Jackson,  MS  (Special)  — 
The  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB), 
meeting  December  2  in  the 
Baptist  Building  in  Jackson, 
approved  a  replacement  con¬ 
sultant  for  the  Men's  Ministry 
Department  and  selected  its 


•  )  I  i ,1  &  Si  \ii\  \  in  \  i  \\s 


The  Office  of  Continuing 
Education  at  Miasisaipm 
College,  Clinton,  hosted  the 
Capital  Area  Student  Council 
Workshop  on  November  19  (Jr. 
High)  and  November  20  (Hi^ 
School).  Total  attendance  tor 
the  workshr^  was  a  record 
number  of  1,814  high  school 
students  and  sponsors  from 
across  the  state  of  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana.  The  workshc^ 
included  a  full  morning  of 
activity,  entertainment,  door 
prizes,  breakout  groups,  and  a 
motivational  keynote  speaker. 
The  MC  SGA  and  service  club 
members  led  breakout  groups. 


The  statewide  workshop  is 
designed  to  provide  leadership 
training  for  student  council 
members  and  officers.  Steve 
Stanford,  Vice-President  of 
Student  Affairs  at  MC,  spoke 
about  character  and  leadership 
to  the  Jr.  High  students. 
Dolphus  Weary,  Executive 
Director  of  Mission 
Mississippi,  spoke  to  the  High 
School  students  about  believ¬ 
ing  in  yourself  and  giving  back 
to  your  communi^  by  con¬ 
fronting  the  proolems  of 
racism,  poverty,  and  injustice. 
For  those  interested  in  similar 
worktops,  call  (^1)  925-3264. 


Mississippi  College  (MQ  Continuing  Education  Woilcshop 
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officers  for  the  coming  year. 

Don  Gann,  pastor  of 
Wynndale  Church,  Terry,  for 
more  than  six  years,  was  tapped 
— L  as  a  consul- 
|tant  the 
Men's 
Ministry 
Department 
to  replace 
Mark  Lott, 
who  left  ear¬ 
lier  this  year 
for  a  job  in 
the  private 
sector.  Prior 
to  pastoring  Wynndale  Church, 
Gann  was  Baptist  Student 
Union  (BSU)  director  at 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton 
and  East  Central  Community 
College  in  Decatur. 

"The  most  Impressive  thing 
that  I  see  in  Don  is  a  deep  love 
for  missions  and  for  God's 
work.  He  presently  serves  an 
outstanding,  growing  church 
and  brings  this  leadership  abil¬ 
ity  and  pulpit  expertise.  I  feel 
he  has  been  well-prepared  by 
God  for  this  position  and  will 
add  strength  to  our  ministry  in 
the  department  and  conven¬ 
tion,"  said  Men's  Ministry 
Director  Jim  Didlake. 

The  Executive  Committee 
elected  as  chairman  Gary 
Richardson,  pastor  of  North 
Oxford  Church,  Oxford. 
Serving  with  Richardson  as 
vice<hairman  will  be  Forrest 
Sheffield,  pastor  of  Harrisburg 
Church,  Tupelo,  and  as  secre¬ 
tary  Wayne  VanHorn,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Columbia. 

The  committee  also 
approved  changes  to  the 
MBCB  employee  policy  and 
adopted  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Board 
Organization,  which  assigns 
board  members  to  the  respec¬ 
tive  committees  on  which  they 
will  serve  during  the  year. 


Gann 


December  1. 
He  previous¬ 
ly  served  at 
Dry  Creek 


2003  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering 

National  Goal:  $133  million 
Challenge  Goal:  $150  million 


Brunham 


Church,  Mendenhall! 


Slayden  Church,  Marshall, 
called  Dan  Mo^an  as  Youtii 
and  Outreach  Minister  in  Jime, 
Morgan  and  his  wife,  Kara, 
attend  Mid-America  BTS, 


Follow  God’s  Purpose 


The  Morgans 


Y<Bar4D-date  contributions  thiougjh 
TtiitCBnvftillon  (SBC)  Cooperative  Prpmm  are 
led  to  titis  sane  time  frame  in  2002,  aoooraingto  a 
n  SBC  Executive  Committee  President  and  Chief 
r  Morris  H.  Chapman.  As  of  Nov.  30,  2003,  the 
L  of  $31,68U^  02  for  Coqpemttve  Program  (CP) 
’4«927.18  ahead  of  ti«  $2^910/122.84  rsoeh^  at 
asf  yent  For  the  month,  reoefeHs  of  $15,941,63951 
aQt847.70,  bdow  the  $1644M87.21  received  in 
Daiteted  giving  of  $8/19959938  for  the  same 
or  $1,^,186.49,  ahead  of  gifts  of 
ri^«t  t^ii  in  in  2002.  Ihe  $4,72341^  in 
received  Hl^monttt  is  $1,187,1^/10  above  the 
Novsmfoe^P^  a  3357%  increase.  For  the  SBC 
mun  AUooirien  Budget,  the  year-ti>date  total  of 
I  10370%'^- the  ^553551.66  budgeted,  or 
re  toauppoifiBouthem  Baptist  mmistries  dc^Mlly 
i  America. 'fte  SBC  operates  on  an  OcL  1-Sept  30 
oopecBtive  Rpogram  is  Southern  Baptists'  method 
^ Issaons  andnnistry  efftxis  of  state  and  regional 
conventions  and  the  ^^em  Baptist  Convention.  The 
Cooperative  Stogram  totijjpfiicludes  receipts  from  individuals, 
churd^  stiMe  conventidm,  and  fellow^ps  for  distributi(m 
according  to  tile  2002-CQ  Cooperative  Program  Allocatioi\  Budget 


this  same  poiri 
werelTtiVgr 
November 


runs  from  January  tiubugh  December,  stands  at  $27,573513 
—  $523,930  (l.Sl%)  less  than  last  year  at  the  same  time,  and 
$1386542  (4.9%)  below  needs  in  the  current  budget.  A  total 
of  $4,019374  in  Cooperative  Pronam  gifts  wffi  have  la  he 
received  during  December  if  the  2003  Cooperative  Program 
budget  is  to  be  fully  funded.  The  Missisuppi  C nnnsralivf 
Program  budget  is  set  for  the  upcoming  tiscid  year  W  ama* 
sengers  to  tiw  atmual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  The  Mississippi  Co<^rative  Program  funds 
such  programs  as  the  annual  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Evangriism  Conference  on  December  2^w  at^seissippl 
CoU^  in  Clinton;  tiie  Legislative  Prayer  Breakfast  at  %e 
Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  on  January  8;  tiie  Mississ4>pi 
Baptist  Sjrmphony  Ordiestra  retreat  on  January  9-10  at 
Madison  Central  High  School  in  Madison;  and  Deacon 
Emphasis  Week  on  January  11-17. 
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Texas  Jextbook  battle  spotlights  evolution 


AUSTIN,  Texas  (BP)  —  In  a 

case  that  has  boBi  sides  daimine 

victory,  the  Texas  State  Board  <x 

Education  has  adopted  a  series 
•  ••••*  • 


Becai^  Texas  trails  only  with  spotlighting  the  problem  misleading  students.  If  these 
California  in  the  number  of  text-  and  leadir^  to  Bieir  removal  by  are  the  only  changes  made, 
books  ordered  from  publishers,  some  pubC^ers.  "Wells  had  a  there  are  still  a  lot  of  problems, 
the  decision  could  conceivably  whole  chapter  on  [die  draw-  We  have  a  list  of  remaining 

impact  school  systems  luition-  . .  '  "  . 

wide.  That  led  to  a  hotiy-om- 
^ted  debate  in  recent  mondis, 
in  including  a  he2uing 


ings],"  West  said.  "People  over¬ 
looked  the  error  because 
Haeckel  was  a  Darwinist.  They 

,  - o  -  - o  h'  80  attracted  by  such  a 

November  to  adopt  improved  September  at  which  160  activists  powerful  depiction  that  we 
texts  for  the  oexta^ — ■  signed  up  to  testify, 
seven  years,  which  I  according  to  a 

evolutionists  claimed  in  the  Fort  Worth 

as  a  m»or  victory.  Star-Telegram. 

Still,  the  Seattle-based  ^  William  Dembski, 

Discovery  Institute 
noted  a  number  of^R^H 
board  members  indi-M^^F 
cated  remaining  fac-HwHa 
tual  errors  must  be^^HQ 
fixed  before  the  books 
will  be  placed  in  stu- 
dents'  hands. 

"This  is  real 
progress  in  the  cause  ] 

of  science  education 

reform,"  said  Bruce  Chapman,  "All  of  die  textbooks  imder 
president  of  the  institute  which  consideration 
cooperated  widi  a  Texas  citizen  ate.  the  evi( 
network:  in challenge  the  E>arwirasm  evolution,  pretend-  I 
books.  ”Yfe  wiwe  already  happy  ing  that  its  mechanism  of  nat-  bogus  1m 
that  a  number  of  embarrassing  ural  selection  acting  on  random  •  Chie 

errors  that  overstate  the  evi-  - ^  ’  " 

dence  for  evolutionary  theory 
were  being  fixed. 

"We  were  also  hewing  that  die 
board  would  require  te>^ 
include  coverage  of  the 
reviewed  sdentme  weakne 
evohitior 
added, 
wasn't  a 


came  from  a  common  ancestor  Ij  Tl 

>ft  they  overlooked  the  wealoiess  Ji  jM  a  /y  ^  n 

in  It.  It  was  not  only  a  logical 
error  but  a  factual  error." 

Another  correction  involved  Bv  ik  ^ 

a  Baylor  University  an  experiment  on  the  origin  of  m§  I  Jm 

research  professor  buildmg  blocks  of  life  known  ||||  JlX  \ 

5  with  die  as  the  Milley-Urey  experiment.  Rl  iW  ' 

Institute,  Two  textbooks  now  have  VI  g  a 

;  there  is  inserted  acknowledgements  ^ 

le  debate  that  it  was  based  on  ideas  about  ^ 

ic  circles  the  earth's  early  atmosphere 
lechanism  that  are  no  longer  accepted  by 
ition  —  scientists.  West  said.  Among  m  A  yP  ^ 

how  it  other  changes  West  listed;  Bit 

•  A  textbook  that  repeatedly  1  k  I  I 
claimed  animal  embryos  have  B  w  VI  <^iA\ 

exagger-  gill  slits  —  similar  to  the  slits 
for  neo-  that  enable  fish  to  breathe  —  VL  {r|  R/Rjlf 

^  dropped  "this  biologically  UaW 

ir  inserted  a,  S*!****"^  Ibitoiit  CMdt 
minor  clai^cation  about  pep- 

pered  modis,  noting  diat  od4r  West  charged  that  dogmatic 
studies  had  failed  to  duplicate  Darwinists  didn't  want  any 
the  results  reported  by  a  sden-  changes  made  because  of  fears 


gMetic  change  is  a  slam  dunk," 

Dembski  told  the  Star- 
Telegram.  "Not  so." 

A  week  before  the  board  vote, 

to  tile  Discovery  Institute  issued  a  tist.  The  tests  reportedly  studMts  will  start  thinking  crit- 
!r-  "top  10"  list  of  tile  20  corrections  showed  that  moths  gradually  ically  about  evolution  and  ques- 
of  it  said  had  already^  been  made  changed  from  light  to  dark  tion  some  of  its  validity.  ‘  Ike 
V  theory,"  Chapman  by  publishers  as  a  rKult  of  hear-  because  darker  moths  were  able  Seattle  professor  also  said 
'nfortunately,  tiiere  u^in  July  and  September.  to  hide  from  birds,  evidence  of  Darwinists  try  to  paint  aU  critics 
aority  on  the  board  The  most  significant  natural  selection  at  work.  as  uneducatM  laymen  when  in 

ifiorce  tiiat  However,  involved  tiie  removal  of  a  set  of  •  West  ,  noted  that  other  fact  people  like  well-known 

g  tiiese  errors  is  an  drawings  known  as  "Haeckel's  researchers  foimd  that  pep-  biochemist  Michael  Behe  and 
rst  step  to  improving  embryos"  from  two  of  three  pered  moths  don't  rest  on  others  have  raised  serious  ques- 
r  of  sooice  eaucation  textbooks  that  included  the  dia-  exposed  places  of  tree  trunks,  tions  about  Darwinism, 
tionary  theory."  grams.  Named  for  German  biol-  Citing  an  article  last  year  in  The  ,  "Our  idea  is  students  need  to 

discovery  Institute  ogjst  Ernst  Haeckel,  the  draw-  New  York  Times  aoout  those  learn  more  about  Darwinism," 
mtended  Steven  ings  purported  to  show  early  •  findings,  he  said  some  texts  West  said.  "There  are  controver- 
m,  president  of  stage  similarities  in  eight  difier-  had  deleted  any  reference  to  sies  and  flaws  about 
tzens  for  lienee  ent  species,  such  as  humans,  the  moths,  but  several  had  E)arwiiusm  that  they  need  to 
which  is  affiliated  tortoises,  fiogs,  and  chickens.  retained  them.  know  about.  We  should  make 

National  Center  for  John  West,  associate  director '  "This  is  an  uphill  battle  by  sure  that  students  know  not 

ication,  an  Oakland-  of  tiw  Center  for  Science  and  people  who  want  to  correct  only  about  Darwin’s  theo^,  but 
ip  tiiat  calls  evolu-  Culture  at  the  Discovery  these  errors,"  said  West,  who  about  problems  with  it.  That's 
lal  part  of  science.  Institute,  said  Haeckel  foked  tiie  said  corrections  were  made  good  science  education." 

IS  a  victory  for  sci-  diagrams.  'Teople  in  tiie  late  begrudgingly.  'To  even  correct  However,  Schatersman  dis- 
»  education,  and  all  ISCiOs  and  early  i900s  were  criti-  these  20  errors  was  a  [struggle],  puted  West's  comments,  saying 
ens  of  Texas,"  dzing  th^,  yet  ti^e  diagrams  But  Texas  law  requires  the  tihe  Discovery  Institute  is  creat- 
n  said  after  the  vote,  had  been  in  most  texfoooks  until  errors  be  corrected  and  that  sd-  ing  imaginary  weaknesses  as  a 
5  haven’t  been  cen-  a  few  years  ago,"  West  said.  entific  weaknesses  of  evolu-  pretense  to  attack  the  validity  of 
lumbed  down.  The  He  credited  Icons  of  tioiwry  theory  be  taught.  evolution.  "They're  straw  men 

knesses  [about  evo-  Evolution,  a  2000  book  by  insti-  "Any  time  you  overstate  the  analc^es,  that’s  all  they  are," 

I't  be  in  the  books."  tute  fellow  Jonathan  Wells,  case  for  Darwinism,  you’re  the  Texas  scientist  declared. 

"They're  not  sdentifically  valid 
every 

Mainst  tiiese  examples 
ESscovery  Institute  presented." 

Commenting  on  the  list  of 
corrections  issued  by  the  insti- 


DISCREDITED  —  "Haeckel's 
embryos,"  shown  here  in  an 
original  draft  by  German  biolo¬ 
gist  Ernst  Haeckel,  have  been 
removed  from  at  least  two  sci¬ 
ence  textbooks.  The  drawings 
lack  any  demonstrable  scientific 
basis  but  were  published  for 
years  to  show  early  stage  similar¬ 
ities  arnong  various  species.  (BP 
illustration) 
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tute,  Schafersman  scoffed  at 
them  as  "inconsequential.” 

Some  of  the  other  changes 
involved  minor  clarifications, 
but  none  of  them  afiected  the 

Bresence  of  strong  evolutionary 
leory  in  the  textbooks, 
Schafersman  said. 
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Chaplains  see  tragedies,  hardships  of  war 


Complaints 
headed  to 
Congress 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A 
longstanding  dispute  between 
evangelical  chaplains  and  the 
U.S.  Navy  Chaplain  Corps 
may  soon  enter  the  corridors 
of  Congress.  North  Carolina 
Rep.  Walter  Jones  has  asked 
the  chairman  of  the  House 
Armed  Services  Committee, 
Duncan  Hunter  (R-Ca.)  to 
schedule  a  cortgressional 
hearing  in  2004  about  com¬ 
plaints  of  discrimination  lev¬ 
eled  at  the  corps. 

The  Republican  representa¬ 
tive,  in  a  letter  to  Duncan  just 
prior  to  the  Thanksgiving 
recess,  referred  to  a  growing 
crisis  in  the  Chaplain  Corps. 
With  five  lawsuits  filed  against 
the  Navy,  Jones  said,  it  appe^ 
that  a  poliCY  problem  exists 
that  should  be  examined  by 
the  committee. 

"With  our  military  person¬ 
nel  engaged  around  the  world 
in  the  current  global  war  on 
terror,  the  prospect  that  they 
may  be  called  on  to  pay  the 
ultimate  sacrifice  is  perhaps 
nwre  real  than  ever,"  Jones 
said.  "Accordingly,  the  ^ritu¬ 
al  health  of  [thm]  ana  their 
families  is  just  as  important  as 
their  physical  health." 


BAGHDAD,  Iraq  (BP) — The 
toughest  Bring  Chwiain  (CoL) 
Doug  Carver  has  need  since 
arriving  in  Ba^idad  less  than  a 
vear  ago  was  seeing  Bie  dead 
body  oSr  a  soldier  wim  Mdvxn  he 
had  just  shaken  hands  less  Bum 
30  minutes  before. 


The  s^t  of  18  black  body 
igs,  vKtiins  of  a  recent 
Qmiook  hdioopter  crash,  being 
loaded  onto  a  C-130  is  still  fresh 
in  the  mind  Chaplain  Major 
Dan  Wackerhagen. 

Chaplain  (C^p.)  Eddie  Cook 
will  never  forget  holding  a 
young  stddier  from  his  battal¬ 
ion  as  he  dkd  horn  a  mortal 
wound  to  the  head,  Bw  first 
death  fw  his  unit. 

These  chaplains,  like  Bie  men 
and  wcxnen  they  minister  to, 
have  had  to  face  deaBi  head-on 
sinoe  Operation  Iracp  Freedom 
began  in  late  March.  It  is  hard 
and  sometimes  jfr^tening  but 
Biese  SouBiem  raptist  semi¬ 
nary  gi^uates  all  credit  Gcxl 
forgetting  them  Birou^ 

'^ou  never  know  Jesus  until 
Ife's  all  you've  got,"  said 
Carver,  Bie  h‘ 

(hiqilain  curreni 


hi^iMt-ranking  chapd  s( 
n^  in  Irac),  sta-  san^  of 


Boned  at  the  CoaliBon 
Provisional  Author!^  head- 
({uarteis  in  Baghdad.  He  over¬ 
sees  more  Burn  350  chaplains 
and  350  chaplain  assistants 
throus^ut  the  coimtiy. 

^  Mven't  had  my  wife  here, 
my  children;  just  an  army  cot  in 
a  comer,"  he  reflected. 
'Tinding  that  quiet  place  has 
been  hand." 

Alcmg  the  way,  numerous 
challenges  have  arisen.  For 
Carver,  putting  the  chemical 
gear  cm  eve^  Bme  there  was  a 
ndmile  attack  threat  in  the  early 
days  of  the  war  was  almost 
claustropltobic. 

"You're  sitBi^  in  your 
bunker  elbow  to  elbow  with  sol¬ 
diers  who  are  Icmking  to  you  for 
strengBt,"  Carver  smd.  "I  was 
telling  my  wife  how  suiting  up 
was  starting  to  get  to  me,  and 
she  says,  I'm  gomg  to  pray  that 
whoi  you  put  it  cm  Buit  Gcxl 
will  sing  to  you  -  try  to  rem^- 
ber  [the  hymn]  Gcxl's  Garden.' 
The  next  attack  we  had.  I'm  run¬ 
ning  to  get  my  gear  cm  and  I 
•  hear  Bie  words  to  the  hymn  'Ll 
the  Garden'  in  my  mind.  I  felt 
peace  the  entire  Bme." 

For  Wacdceriuigen,  the  war 
also  has  been  a  faiiuly  aBair. 
"My  sem  got  called  up  about  the 
same  Bme  I  did,'^  he  said, 
speaking  of  his  19-year-old  who 
joined  me  NaBonal  Guard  to 
nelp  pay  for  collie  and  is  now 
in  FaDufah,  Iraq.  "We  were  actu¬ 
ally  Biree  tents  away  from  each 
other  here  at  BIAP  [Baghdad 
IntemaBonal  Airport]  for  about 
10  days  at  the'beginning  of  the 
war,  I  saw  him  eight  days  ago 
as  he  was  heading  home  for  a 
two-week  leave. 

"I  didn't  want  to  hear  a 
whole  lot  about  the  batBes  he's 
been  in,  though.  I'm  sBll  his 
dad."  Nevertheless,  "We  did 
trade  a  few  war  stories." 

Wackerhagm  is  responsible 
for  ^iritual  activities  at  Baghdad 
IntemaBonal  Airport,  overseeing 
35  chaplains  and  60  various 
'  services  for  tens  of  thou- 
soldiers  who  live  there 


or  pass  throu^  But  he  cpiickly 
pomts  out  that  the  soldim  he  s 
m  charge  of  ministaing  to  also 
have  onimistered  to  him. 

"My  faith  continually  is 
made  stronger  by  Bte  soldiers 
that  are  hm,  Bie  spirit  Biey 
have  and  the  willingness  with 
which  they  sacrifice," 
Wackerhagen  said,  his  eyes 
tearing  up.  "I  am  truly  inspired 
daily.  I  believe  what  we're 
doing  to  stop  terrorism  is  so 
important  —  any  doubt  in  my 
mind  was  erased  the  -first 
weeks  we  were  here." 

Li  Bie  wake  of  Bie  escalaBon 
in  insurgent  attacks  and  as  more 


Cook 


Wackerhagen 

soldiers  have  taken  fire,  chap¬ 
lains  have  gone  to  one  anoB^r 
for  support,  Wackeihagen  said. 
Combat  debriefings  are  impex-- 
tant  for  boBi  the  scxdiers  ancl  the 
chaplains. 

'I've  sat  with  guys  who 
have  been  hit  three  or  four 
times,"  he  said.  "It's  tough  to 
go  back  out  there.  There's  a 
mistake  people  make.  They 
think  Bie  longer  you're  in  the 
Army,  Bie  tougher  you  are  but 
actually,  it  becomes  a  lot 
toug^r,  definitely  not  easier." 

Chaplain  Ccx>k  knows  what 
it's  like  to  experience  the 
power  of  prayer.  As  a  chcmlain 
tor  Bie  Szncf  Airborne,  Third 
BattaLon,  he  has  seen  the  men 
in  his  unit  spared  from  count¬ 
less  attacks  from  both  the 
enemy  and  from  natiue. 

"Scxxi  after  deploying  to  the 
war;  I  noticed  that  it  seemed  like 
my  prayers  were  more  effectual 
and  answered  quickly,"  Cook 
recoimted.  "We  were  in  the 
desert  shooting  at  ranges  in 
Kuwait  before  Bve  war  whoi  Biis 
huge  windstorm  hit  us.  I  felt 
Gcd  teU  me  to  pray  for  it  to  calm, 
and  more  than  Biat,  I  had  sol¬ 
diers  calling  upon  me  to  pray." 

Cook  assured  them  he 
would,  and  he  prayed  quietly 


to  himselT  that  God  would 
keep  Biem  safe.  To  his  amaze¬ 
ment,  the  80  mph  winds  sub¬ 
sided.  Cook  praised  God  for 
it,  but  . felt  God  ask  him  why 
he  hadn't  prayed  out  loud  so 
that  everyone  would  Tenow  it 
was  Him  at  work. 

Ccx>k  8cx>n  had  his  second 
chance.  Several  days  later,  back 
at  their  base  camp,  another 
windstorm  blew  up.  Fifty-man 
tents  were  about  to  blow  away 
and  metal  poles  were  snapping 
and  thrashing  about. 

"Lights  were  crashing 
around  us  and  a  man  got  on 
each  pole  to  hold  down  Bie 
tent,"  Cook  said. 
Someone  yelled  for 
Cook  to  pray  and 
he  immediately 
had  a  flashback  of 
his  experience  in 
the  desert.  "1 

E laced  my  faith  in 
[im  and  left  the 
pole  I  was  holding 
down.  I  stood  in 
Bie  middle  of  Bie 
tent  and  called 
upon  the  name  of 
Jesus  to  calm  Bie 
wind  and  save  us. 
The  wind  subsided 
and  the  men  all 
looked  at  me  in 
amazement.  I  Blink 
I  looked  pretty 
amazed  as  well." 

Cook  believes 
that  faith  gives  a 
soldier  hope  in 
knowing  that  he's 
not  alone.  "God 

fives  us  confi- 
ence  in  our  sal¬ 
vation,  so  if  we  do 
die,  we  will  be 
with  our  Lord. 
Soldiers  can  grow 
in  their  faith  when 
they're  at  war.  It's  such  a 
privilege  to  be  able  to  see  a 
soldier  accept  Jesus,  baptize 
him,  disciple  him  in  study 
and  prayer,  and  see  him  grow 
to  witness  himself." 

One  of  the  toughest  chal¬ 
lenges  for  Cook  hasn'^t  been  in 
the  war  zone  —  it's  what  is 
waiting  for  him  at  home.  "My 
wife  was  seven  months  preg¬ 
nant  when  we  deployed  on 
Valentine's  Day,"  he  said. 
"When  our  first  child  Edward 
was  bom,  I  was  here  in  the 
heart  of  the  war.  It's  difficult 
not  to  be  able  to  see  my  son, 
but  I  know  God  will  provide  a 
spiritual  bond  for  us." 

Cook  sings  Jesus  Loves  Me  to 
Edward  every  chance  he  gets  to 
call  home.  Irs  his  way  (x  coci- 
necBi^  to  the  LtBe  boy  he's  never 
seen  in  person.  "I  want  to  teach 
Edward  about  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  how  to  be  a  God-fearing 

Kg  man,  and  the  truth  of  Bie 
,  Cook  said.  'Teach  him 
how  to  camp,  how  to  shoot  and 
to  erroy  the  outdoors." 

miat  will  he  do  when  he 
finally  gets  to  see  his  son? 
"The  first  thing  I'm  going  to 
do  is  sing  Jesus  Loves  Me  to 
him  before  I  hold  him,"  said 
Cook,  wiping  his  eyes. 


TBe  Baptgt  Rboord 


December  11, 2003 


Family  Bible  Study 


willing  as  a  blessing  Psa^*lt2.‘9  (v.9).  Second,  he  of  gratitiide  for  God's  indescrib- 
(bounly),  not  given  used  scffotuxe  similar  to  Isaiah  able  gift  of  Jems  Ovist  (v.  15). 
under  pressure  or  as  55:10  ana  Hosea  10:12  (v.  10). 
extortea  (covetouaiess)  The  liberal  giver  will  be  abun* 
before  he  arrived  (v.5).  dandy  supfmed  ("Minfotereth") 

There  was  still  an  with  all  the  resources  h 
opportunity  to  demon-  vest  of  righteoumess,  r 
strate  diw  genuine  ing  resources  for  giving 
willing  attitude  to  give. 

Be  Thankful  (9:11-15) 

Be  Generous  (9:6-7)  The  dieeiful  giver  is 

Paul  used  an  example  for  the  blessii^  reoeivi 
retoshowtheb^  God  and  die  rei^Tients  a 
rous  giving.  The  ful  to  C]od 
lows  a  few  seeds  those  who 
low  yield  harvest.  This  holy  service  or  ministry 
many  seeds  will  ("admini^ration'O  was  done  unto 
ieh  >^ld  'harvest  ^ 

£2.-9  and  Galatians 
lint  was  that  stii^  generosil 
meager  blesoi^,  ment”)  I 
;enerous  giving  yie^ 
ilessings  (v.  6). 


How  1  Give 

II  Corinthians  9:1-15 


By  Ken  Anderson 


Be  Ready  (9:1-5) 

Paul  did  not  need  to^^^H 
rehearse  his  instruc- 
dons  on  giving  to  die  .  . 

Corindiians.  They  were 
aware  of  the  needs  of  the 
Jerusalem  believers  (v.l).  Paul 
had  boasted  of  dieir  initial  zeal 
in  collecting  dieir  odering;  it 
had  motivated  many  of  the 
Macedom^  to  give  (v.2).  results  in  a  Tu 
Their  original  endiusiasm  had  Read  Proverbs 
faded.  They  needed  to  follow  6:7-8.  Paul's  po 
through  and  conmlete  dieir  giving  yields  : 
offering  and  confirm  Paul's  while  ei 


addresong  the  subject  of  giving. 

Cheerful  Giving  is  blessed: 
Another  adage  is,^God  loves  a 
iteful  dieerful  giver,  but  He  wiU  accept 
from  from  a  grouch."  Gifts  can  be  use 
jrate-  no  maf& how  grudgiiv^  given. 
ty  of  God  blesses  dw  diee^  giver, 
dieir  bves.  and  the  blessir^  are  in  portion 
to  die  motive  otthe 

Giving  Honors  God:  Paul's 
teaching  cannot  be  taken  to  mean 
that  one  can  become  rich  by  giv¬ 
ing.  As  someone  has  sakf,  'we 
receive  by  giving  but  we  do  not 
give  to  recme." 

two  Giving  Endures:  PSabn  112*9 


die  Lord  and  met  the  "saints" 
needs  in  Jerusalem  (v.  12).  Thor 
ity  would  p^e  ("ejqjeri- 
tneir  genuine  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Jewish  (Zhristians  (v. 

13).  Paul  anticipated 

embarrassing  situation  could  Giving  shoiild  bie  a  choice  responses  from  the  Jerusalem 
develop  if  the  M^edoiuans  ("purposrth")  from  die  heart,  believers  to  the  Corindiians' gen- 

^  ....  not  out  of  pain  ("grudgingly")  erosity.  Hist,  their  generous  cxir  gifts  endure?  The  Mississippi 

or  obligation  ("necessity ')  (y.  7).  ing  would  move  die  Jerusalem  6^>tist  Foundation  an  agency  of 

With  proper  attitude  God  b^evers  to  intercede  for  the  theMissiasqTpiBcqTtistCanveiition 
enables  people  to  give,  that  in  Corindiians  ("pray  for  you"),  can  provide  guidaioe  and  options 

turn  they  can  share  generously  Second,  it  would  draw  (”lo^  for  mose  desiring  to  do  so. 

to  meet  others  needs.  after")  the  Gentile  and  Jewish  - 

Paul  used  scripture  to  sup-  believers  closer  together  (v.  14).  Anderson  is  pastor  of  First 
Paul  wanted  their  gifts  given  port  his  point.  First  he  used  Paul  concluded  wim  an  oudnirst  Church,  Saltillo. 


says,  give  with  a  holy  giggle 
and  imnl  there  is  h<^  ni&ity." 

Paul  wrote  to  the  Corinthians 
that  Gcxl  particularly  loves  a 
cheerful  giver  (9:7).  The  Greek 
word  chmrful  is  hilaros  from 
which  the  English  word  hilari¬ 
ous  is  deriveci. 

bi  n  Corinthians  8  Paul  con-  discovered  the  Corinthian 
tinued  to  challenge  the  offering  was  not  ready  when 
Corinthians  to  follow  tiirough  they  arrived  wito  Paud  (vs.  ^). 
widi  dieir  relief  offering  for  w  To  prevent  this  Paul  sent  litus 
Jerusalem  believers.  In  diapter  8  ana  two  brethren  to  m^e  sure 
Paul  challenged  die  Corindiians  the'  offering  was  finalized 
to  give.  In  cl^pter  he  challenged  before  he  arrived  in  Corinth, 
th^  to  give  generously.  f  ' 


quences  of  his  preaching  them  the  destruction  he  had  depravity  to  rescue  precious 

would  be  —  would  die  threatened"  (verse  10).  What  soub  from  sin  and  spiritual 

people  heed  his  message,  mercy  -  what  grace!  No  acts  of  death.  Jesus  reiterated  this  trudi 

or  would  they  torture,  penance  were  required,  no  gocxi  —  His  desire  to  "draw  all  mm" 

kill  or  just  ignore  him?  deeds  were  demmded  to  merit  12:32)  to  Himself,  and  He 

dus  bee  ^ft  This  massive  popu-  uses  believers  as  diannels  of  this 
Heeding  Ck>D's  Word  lace  received  undeservea  tor-  message. 

(Jonah  3:5-9)  gjveness,  and  their  lives  would  If  we  are  not  actively 

to  lis-  Jonah's  message  was  never  be  die  same  again.  Many  engaged  in  sharing  His  love 

itan'^is  lies,  as  Ckids  message,  anoint-  who  are  reading  this  lesson  have  wim  others,  how  can  we  claim 

In  last  week's  lesson  we  saw  he  tries  to  convince  ^j^h  convicting  experienced  the  'jgift  of  God"  to  love  Jesus?  We  must  be  will- 

what  happened  when  Jonah  them  that  -God  no  Maniscalco  power  from  on  high.  The  (Romans  6*23  and  Ephesians  2:8)  ing  to  leave  our  comfort  zone  to 

decided  to  rebel  against  God's  longer  wants  to  use  result?  "The  Ninevites  duou^  repenting  of  your  sins  engage  in  the  spiritual  warfare 

dear  call  and  ’commissiofi.  The  them.  Nothing  could  be  further  believed  God"  (verse  5).  V\^de-  and  placing  your  faim  in  die  necessary  to  confront  Satan, 

sovereifim  Lord  got  His  reluctant  from  the  trum!  Jesus,  on  the  scale  repentance  took  place.  Lord  Jesus.  Some,  however,  may  who  zealously  seeks  to  keep 

prophet  attention,  allowing  him  ni^t  of  his  betrayal,  said  to  evidenced  by  all  of  them  fast-  be  depending  on  good  works,  millions  in  spiritual  bondage! 

•  j —  j - II - ^  Peter,  "Satan  has  asked  to  sift  ing  and  covering  themselves  church  members^,  or  a  vague  Perhaps  God  is  commissionmg 

's  you  as  wheat"  (Luke  22:31).  wuh  sackcloth,  ^en  the  king  emotional  experimce,  diinkmg  you  to  develop  relationships 

—  when  he  heard  this  grim  —  and  hcping  —  you  will  be  and  to  share  a  witness  with 

forecast  —  "took  off  his  royal  found  acceptame  in  (^'s  eyes  as  those  in  your  community.  Or 

robes"  (verse  6)  and  followed  a  result  of  these  things.  My  His  Spirit  may  be  calling  you  to 

suit.  He  called  the  nation  to  friend,  if  it  were  possible  to  reacn  serve  as  a  missionary  in  anoth- 

"give  up  dieir  evil  ways  and  God  in  such  ways,  then  Jesus'  er  part  of  the  country,  or  in  a 

their  violence"  (verse  8)  in  cruel  deadi  on  the  cross  would  remote  region  of  the  world, 

hopes  ^t  God  would  relent  have  been  unnecessary.  If  dus  among  a  people  of  a  different 

and  be  merciful  to  them.  scenario  describes  you,  I  have  culture  or  tongue. 

good  news  —  Jesus  desires  to  During  mis  mondi  of 
Experiencing  God's  Mercy  save  you!  Call  on  Him  and  let  Intematkxial  Missions  enqdu^, 
(Jonah  3:10)  Him  make  you  a  new  person  ask  God  to  give  you  His  vision 

(jod  at  die  actions  of  today!  Jonah  —  whether  willing-  for  "all  nations"(^^td1ew  28:19). 

die  Ninevites,  but  He  also  looked  lyorunwillin^ — ^wasobedient  As  He  leads,  be  willing  to  pray, 
deep  widiin  their  hearts.  When  to  Gods  call  Inen,  as  today,  die  give  and  go  as  never  b«one! 

"Forty  more  clays  and  Nine\^  He  saw  "how  they  turned  frran  Padier's  unfathomable  love  - 

will  be  overturned".  Surely  he  dieir  evil  ways,  he  had  compas-  reaches  to  die  ends  of  die  eardi  Maniscalco  is  member  of  First 
wmdeied  what  the  conse-  sion  and  did  not  bring  upcm  and  to  die  depdis  of  human  Church,  Ocean  Springs. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Taking  Seriously  God's  Message 

Jonah  2:10-3:10 

By  Arm  Maniscalco 


to  ^lend  three  days  wallowmg  i 
the  gastric  juices  of  a  la^  fiw' 
stomadv  resulting  in  his  repen-  Even  as  Jesus  knew  Peter 
tance.  This  week,  we  find  Jonah  would  deny  Him  in  the  coming 
beii^  regurgitate,  and  recom-  hours.  He  assu^  Peter  of  His 
mitting  himself  to  die  task  he 
could  not  escape. 

Hearing  God's  Word  (Jonah 
2:10-3:4) 

After  the  fish  "vomited 
Jonah  onto  dry  land"  (2:10),  the 
Lord  spoke  to  him  "a  second 
time"  (3:1).  Do  you  wonder 
why  that  was  necessary? 

Pertiaps  the  Lord  saw  the 
necessity  of  reconfirmini 


Lecturer:  homosexuals  in  need  of  Gospel 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  luOity  genetic? 

Author  and  counaelw  Joe  What's  being  taudit 
DaUas  bdieves  ttiat  homoaecu'  in  public  schools^: 
ab  often  look  at  Chri^ians  and  What  should  I  say  to 
see  onfy  one  message:  hatred,  my  children  about  it? 

Ihat's  not  necessarily  because  The  confereiwe's 
Christians  preach  hate,  E>allas  aim  is  similar  to  the 
said,  but  irs  because  the  tries-  focus  of  a>  report 
sage  about  hcnnosexuality  ideasedbyaSoutherA 
sometimes  seems  one-sided.  Bq>tist  tanc  force  this 
'I  find  to  fills  day  fiiat  there  -  summer  that  encoui> 
is  a  certain  wrafii  Christitfis  .  aged  Soufiiem  Baptist 
often  express  towards  fills  sin  mutdies  to  reach  out 
that  fi^  do  not  emtess  to  homosexuals  while 
towards  other  sins  —  bofiisex-  standing  firm  on  the 
ual  arkl  non-sexual  —  and  trufii  that  homosexu- 
fiiat's  a  prchlem.  It's  an  imbal-  ality  is  a  sin 
ance,"  said  Dallas,  a  former  Dallas  heads 
homosexual  and  file  aufiior  of  Genesis  Counsding,  a 
several  bcxiks  on  homosexuali-  Southern  California 
ty,  including  Desires  in  ministry  fiiat  he^ 

Conflict:  Hope  hx  Men  Who  pecmle  struggli^ 

Struggle  V^^m  Sexual  Identity.  witfi  sexual  sin.  uUlas 
Don't  get  Dallas  wrong:  He  ‘  said  his  strung  wifii 
believes  homosexuality  is  a  sin  homosexual^  lasted 
and  he  believes  homosexuals  fiom  1978-1984,  dun- 
can  be  freed  fonn  their  lifestyle  ing  which  he  says  he 
fiiroi;^  faifii  in  Christ.  But  he  was  a  "backslidden 
also  believes  Christians  diould  Christian." 

"recommit  to  bold  love."  Eventually  he  "just 

"[WJhim  means,  in  essence,  felt  a  hun^  fmr  what 
we  love  the  people  we  oppose  I  had  walked  away 
boldly,  even  as  we  oppose  fiom,"  he  said,  "and 
fiiem,"  he  told  Baptist  Pr^.  fiiat  was  file  beginni 
Dallas  is  cme  of  several  change  for  me." 
speakers  coming  to  Nashville  Dallas  is  sdiedulec 
as  part  of  Focus  on  the  Family's  er  fiiree  lectures  at  tl 
Love  Won  Out  conforanoe  next  enoe,  one  of  which  is 
Feb.  7.  The  conference  is  geared  tation  to  the  chiudi.  The 
toward  Qiristians  who  desire  churdi,  he  said,  must  repent  of 
to  learn  about  the  homosexual  its  own  sexual  sins,  repent  of  its 
movement  and  who  also  want  hostility  toward  homosexuals 
to  know  how  best  to  readi  out  and  repentof  being  intimidated 
to  hcnnosexuals.  It  will  be  held  W  file  homosexual  movement, 
at  TWo  Rivers  Bimtist  Churdi.  The  churdi  should  recommit  to 
Future  conferences  are  living  holy  lives  and  readiing 
scheduled  for  Pensacola,  Fla.,  out  to  hcnnoeexuals,  he  added, 
in  April  and  Raleigh/  N.C,  in  "I  think  we  have  many 
June.  The  conferoices  "help  moral  problems  in  file  diurch 
equ4>  Christians  to  roeak  more  —  many  Christian  men  and 
efiiectively,"  Dallas  siud.  women  using  pornography. 

The  conference  will  tackle  many  sexual  couples  sexually 
sudi  questions  as:  Is  homosex-  involved  before  marriage, 
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HOW  TO  RESPOND?  —  Joe  Dallas  (right)  and  Focus  on  the  Family's  John 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  lames  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Acts  13:26 


notion  that  a  whcMe  group  of 
people  was  going  to  be 
tofioyed,"  Ddlas  siSd.  "Thatfs 
a  far  ay  fiom  opposing  homo¬ 
sexual  ^  That's  njoking  in  the 
idea  fiiat  homosexuals  are  going 
to  die.  If  you  were  a  homosibcuu 
and  you  heard  fiiat,  I  fiiink 
you'ci  find  it  very  hait||s  b^eve 
fiiat  Qiristiansloved  ym.7b||^ 
Christiansi^  neyertheleM 
must  make  fii^  vieWs  known 
in  the  political  arena,  Dallas, 


said,  especially  in  light  of  the 
Massachusetts  court  ruling 
for  same-sex  marriage,  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court's  ruling 
striking  down  anti-sodomy 
laws  imd  Hollywood's  pro- 
modem  of  homoNMxtudity.  a  ' 

"We've  got  to  repOTt-  of 
being  intiimdated  by  the  gay 
righto  movement,"  he  suo^ 
"...  More  than  ever;  I  think  we 
need  to  repent  of  being  cowed 
by  fiiat  and  resume  our  role  as 
salt  and  lis^t" 

hi  addinon  to  Dallas,  sdied- 
uled  conference  speakers  are: 

•  Jane  Boye^  a  former  les¬ 
bian  and  a  cunent  roeaker  fot 
Exodus  bitanMfilonaL 

•  Dick  M.  Carpenter  dl,  a 
teadier  and  puUk  policy  aiui- 
lyst 

•  Mdissa  Ftyraar  and  Mike 
Haley  of  Focus  on  the  Family. 

•  Joae^  hnookwi,  prssidmt 
of  the  National  Association  (d 
Researdi  and  Therapy  of 
Homosexuality  (NARTH). 

For  more  biformaticn  about 
file  confmence  call  l-SOO-A- 
FAMILY.  ' 
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